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I.

INTRODUCTION
Dear delegates, this is the Study Guide for the United Nations Environment

Programme (UNEP) on the topic of “Combating illegal trade in wildlife” which will be
simulated during the third edition of the National Model United Nations Conference
(NMUNC), from the 11th to the 13st of October 2019.
As you probably know, MUN is a simulation of the United Nations (UN) that is done
at a high school and university level. MUN aims to educate participants about civics,
effective communication, globalization and multilateral diplomacy. In MUN, students
participate as “delegates” from the UN Member States and simulate UN committees. From
this experience, you will not only get involved and debate today’s pressing current issues,
but also be given a chance to broaden your world view and knowledge of international
relations and the UN, allowing you and all delegates to develop critical thinking and soft
skills whilst discussing the most amazing topics that are on our International Agenda
nowadays (and hopefully make new friends from all across the world!).
Before the Conference it is very important to investigate the position of the country
you will represent on the topic that will be discussed. For that, we advise you to not only
look for multiple media sources that refer to your countries position, but also to look for
official documents of the government, past declarations (either at the UN or official
statements) and the International Alliances/Opposition the country will face in the
Committee (remember that lobbying with other Member States is also part of the MUN
experience).
Furthermore, do not forget to pay attention to the relation of the country's official
position/diplomatic speech and the real interests it has behind that position (States and
their representatives are not always crystal clear with their interests, try to read in between
the lines of the diplomatic speeches!). In order to have a great performance (which we are
sure you all will) it is imperative to understand the relation between the speeches you will
give as a representative of that State and the interest you will pursue in the final Resolution.
If you understand the position of your country and its interests, this will be a very easy task.
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Moreover, the final goal for the committees during the Conference is to get a
majority to vote in favour of a resolution that hopefully creates real, effective and creative
solutions for the topic discussed. As a delegate of a Country, your personal goal should be
that the Resolution you support and that integrates your State´s goals for that committee
should be the one approved. We remind all of you that the solutions presented on the Final
Resolution should be applicable in the real world, within the limits to the UN power and
innovative (think outside of the box!). It is always a good idea to see what other past
resolutions the UN has passed on that topic. Additionally, try integrating into specific clauses
UN offices/departments/services or International NGO´s that could help reach that specific
goal.
We know that probably by now this experience may sound very overwhelming, but
don´t worry! We assure you that during the committee sessions this will all fell very natural
and remind you that nobody expects that everything is absolute perfect. MUNs are, above
all, a learning space for everyone.
Next, we will briefly explain the structure of this Study Guide. It begins with an
introduction to the committee and to the topic of the debate. You will have some
information about its history and current situation, as well as some guidance towards the
different possible approaches. As such, you should read it with close attention, so that you
know the directions that the debate might take.
It also addresses some key terms that you need to keep in mind, which will provide all
Delegates some definitions that we all agree on, making sure that everyone is on the same
level in terms of concepts and interpretations. With this, it is guaranteed that the debate
does not end up discussing only the definition of certain expressions and words and the
committee can, therefore, address the core issues of the topic. We advise you to also use
these terms in your speeches to make sure it stays clear to other delegates and on topic.
The bloc positions intent to reflect a certain tendency that countries located in certain
geographical areas tend to form, influenced by its surroundings. As such, you should see
what position the country you represent adopts, as well as the ones taken by its bloc so that
you can see which would be more open to cooperation for a possible Draft Resolution.
After that, we list the issues the Draft Resolutions should address. These are some of
the most important points and issues that your Draft Resolution should try to present
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solutions to. Lastly, you have the further research chapter, which consists on some
suggestions and advice to help you prepare for the Conference, and the further reading and
bibliography, where you can find some references to guide you on your own research!
Please note that this is only a study guide. This does not include the comprehensive
research on the topic, it is not enough by itself to prepare you to debate. You will have to do
your own research, not only on the topic but also on the position that your country takes on
the matter.
Having all of that said, we sincerely hope that this will be a memorable experience and
that you have an amazing time learning about international issues that affect our society.
Above all else, this event is an opportunity to meet people with the same interests (they are
all curious and passionate about MUN and they all have creative and empowering ideas to
make the world a better place!). Last but not least, don´t forget to have FUN and enjoy the
Conference!
Sincerely,
National MUN Conference Team
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1. MEET YOUR CHAIRS
Filipe Gomes
Filipe just finished his post-graduation in International
Commercial Arbitration with an undergraduate degree in law
at University of Lisbon. He has experience of several MUNs
across Europe as delegate, chair and faculty advisor. He is
also the President of the Faculty’s Students Union. Filipe
loves to debate and meet new people.

Tomás Burns
Tomás is a third-year law student at the New
University of Lisbon, and he has been participating in MUNs
since 2017. He is both a portuguese and an american
national, and he takes great interest in diplomacy and
international politics. This is his first time chairing a MUN
committee.

 Page | 5

II. THE UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME (UNEP)
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) was established in 1972 in order to
facilitate a voice for the environment within the United Nations. Its main aims are to
work as a catalyst, advocate, educator and facilitator to promote the wise use and
sustainable development of the global environment.
The headquarters is based in Nairobi, Kenya along with extra regional and liaison offices.
The UNEP is further divided under different criteria:
● Early Warning and Assessment (DEWA);
● Environmental Policy Implementation (DEPI);
● Technology, Industry and Economics (DTIE);
● Regional Cooperation (DRC);
● Environmental Law and Conventions (DELC);
● Communications and Public Information (DCPI);
● Global Environment Facility Coordination (DGEF).

UNEP has come into prominence in recent years due to the challenges of Climate Change,
the issue of ever modernizing weaponry used in warfare, which can damage the
environment, as well as dwindling resources increasing the importance of resource
efficiency.
Nevertheless, a reform of this institution has already been discussed, given by the concerns
for environmental issues and climate change, although some countries are not in
favour of a major implementation. Clearly, the environmental conditions and
perspective of specific countries influence their vision on this institution and on
international agreements. Delegates should also consider their positions about a
restructuring of UNEP, to strengthen the institution.
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III. COMBATING ILLEGAL TRADE IN WILDLIFE
1. DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS
A. Wildlife Trade
Any sale or exchange of wild animal or plant resources by people. This can involve
live animals and plants or a diverse range of products needed or prized by humans including skins, medicinal ingredients, tourist curios, timber, fish and other food products.
(Traffic International, 2008)

B. Illegal Trade
The trade of, in the context of this committee, wild animals and products derived
from wild animals across borders, in violation of local, state and international law.

C. Big Game
Terms used to designate relatively large animals sought or taken by hunting or
fishing, especially for sport, for example: Bears, Moose, Lions, Elephants and Blue Marlins.
Inversely, small game is used to designate smaller species also hunted or fished for sport.

D. Commercial Hunting
An economic activity involving hunting as a way of life, final purchasers or
consumers, and often a chain of middlemen. The first link of the chain may be subsistence
hunters who sell their surplus meat or save hides for later sale.

E. Conservation Hunting
Activity as part of a conservation programme or a wildlife management project
which includes protection, maintenance, sustainable utilization or populations through
hunting, and restoration, and enhancement of its habitats.

F. Fair-Chase Hunting
The ethical, sportsman-like, lawful pursuit and taking of any wild big game animal.
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G. Recreational Hunting
Hunting where the hunter pursues the species, for recreation, but doesn’t
necessarily kill it. Can be exemplified by the catch-and-release method of hunting and
fishing.

H. Trophy Hunting
Also known as sport hunting, this type of hunting and fishing involves the removal
of a trophy (for example, a rhinoceros’ horn) for collection, or even for sale.

I. Captive Wild Animal
Animal whose phenotype is not significantly affected by human selection, but
remains captive for economic, preservation or entertainment purposes. Includes all
animals from zoo animals to animals who are illegally captured and sold.

J. Poaching
The illegal taking of wildlife in violation of local, state, federal or international law.
Poaching can go from fishing without license to killing an internationally protected species.

K. IUCN Red List of Threatened Species
An IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature) standard meant to
measure the conservation status and the risk of extinction of plants, fungi and animals.
Internationally-recognized, it entails 9 categories: extinct, extinct in the wild,
critically-endangered, endangered, vulnerable, near-threatened, least-concern, data
deficient and not evaluated.

L. Flagship Species
Famous and talked-about species that serve as regional or international symbols to
stimulate conservation awareness, acting as an ambassador for an environmental cause.
The best example of such a species is the African Elephant, or the Panda.

M. Monitoring
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The intermittent observation and analysis of habitats to ensure conservation,
protection and animal/plant health.

2. DISCUSSION OF THE TOPIC
The illegal wildlife trade is a growing problem driven by several factors (e.g. subsistence,
alternative medicine, accessories, the pet trade). High demand for illicit wildlife products is
threatening the existence of many of the most-endangered species. Nowadays, the value of
illegal trade has been estimated at 23 billion dollars per year, making this crime the fourth
most lucrative illegal business after narcotics, human trafficking and weapons. By
unsustainably removing coveted species from the wild, communities that depend on such
species for subsistence or eco-tourism will be adversely impacted by depleting populations.
Laws and regulations have been implemented over the years, most notably CITES, to
regulate the commercial trade in wildlife and prohibit trade in other species that are at-risk
of overexploitation albeit with mixed success. Criminologists have recently entered the fold
and provided insight to the wildlife trade through various perspectives. Researchers are
beginning to better understand why and how the trade operates but still trying to figure out
how to successfully fight it.
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A. GAPS IN PROTECTION
Even though current international and domestic laws often seek to prevent (1) the decline
of species threatened or potentially threatened with extinction; (2) the import of non-native
species, which could harm the receiving habitats; (3) the import of species that could
transmit diseases harmful to humans, animals, or plants; (4) the inhumane transport of
wildlife; and (5) the distortion of trade in otherwise legitimate wildlife products, through
unfair foreign pricing, government subsidies, and forms of illegal trade protectionism, the
reason wildlife trafficking is an increasingly profitable business regards the lack of
mechanisms that can successfully combat the international organisations that are already so
well established that the people caught by the authorities, the poachers are often poor
locals, leaving the masterminds and their network safe and operational with the ability to
strike again. According to international law enforcement officials, some of the most
lucrative illicit wildlife commodities include tiger parts, caviar, elephant ivory, rhino horn,
and exotic birds and reptiles.
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Weak judicial systems and light sentences allow these criminal networks to keep plundering
wildlife with little regard to consequences, making it a low risk business with high returns.
Some of the gaps in protection that might be pointed out as factors that should be taken
into consideration when creating the law and when implementing it are:
1. No legislation for regulating international trade in wildlife and forest products (e.g.
only administrative provisions or an absence of both administrative and legislative
provisions);
2. Enacted legislation has not been made operational through implementing decrees or
regulations;
3. No provision for the timely amendment of legislation to incorporate an evolving set of
obligations under an applicable treaty, such as periodic changes made to the CITES
Appendices by the Conference of the Parties to CITES;
4. Insufficient conditions and procedures for regulating international trade (e.g. for the
issuance/ acceptance of permits and for the endorsement of shipments for export);
5. No express designation of Customs as an enforcement agency for legislation and
offences related to wildlife and forest products;
6. Lack of parity between specialized and general enforcement officers;
7. Insufficient legislation for regulating the disposal of confiscated specimens;
8. An outdated or non-proportionate penalty for illegal trade or illegal possession; and
9. Unclear political or legal status of a jurisdiction (e.g. a territory or a duty-free zone) or
political instability and related insecurity.

Furthermore, this business is supported by the consumption of illegal wildlife products,
therefore, there must be a legislative effort to shift the consumer focus off products that are
gathered through illicit means. Some estimate that countries and regions with the highest
demand for legally obtained wildlife include the United States, the People’s Republic of
China, and the European Union.
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Globally, demand for illegal wildlife is also increasing according to several observers. Some
attribute this partly to increasing numbers of wildlife species regulated by CITES and other
international and domestic wildlife protection laws.

B. THE OTHER VICTIMS
Illicit wildlife trade uses complex distribution networks connecting raw material from source
states and producers of wildlife products to customers. Observers have yet to identify a distinct
criminal profile that describes wildlife poachers and traffickers. Illicit wildlife trade networks can
involve a combination of any of the following: (1) village hunters, who trade small wildlife as a
source of subsistence cash income or who kill some wildlife to protect their people and crops
from attacks; (2) wildlife experts; (3) criminal entities, sometimes including terrorists, rebels,
drug traffickers, and others, able to evade detection, and transport and secure the products, as
well as launder the proceeds; (4) legitimate businesses serving as a front for the trade; (5)
corrupt government officials to facilitate import and export; and (6) consumers willing to pay for
the contraband. As said by Naoko Ishii, Global Environment Facility Council CEO and Chairperson,
poaching and illegal wildlife trafficking are reaching unprecedented levels, robbing livelihoods of
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local communities and eroding the global commons. Indeed, the victims of wildlife crime are not
only the animals and ecosystems that are devastated by poaching and trafficking, they are
people as well. With the emerging criminal networks, villages that helped preserve the nature in
that territory are faced with no choice other than runaway or join the illicit organisation. In the
process of trafficking live animals and wildlife products, contents are often smuggled through
three primary methods: (1) hidden in secret compartments of luggage, shipping containers, or
clothing; (2) mis-declared on customs forms and trade permits by fraudulently identifying
look-alike, non-protected species, changing the declared number of items shipped, changing the
declared value of items, or declaring wild species as captive-bred species; or (3) trafficked using
forged or stolen trade permits to give the false impression that the contents are being
legitimately traded.

The illegal wildlife trade can affect the natural resources and environment of importing and
exporting countries. The potential environmental harm of the illegal wildlife trade includes (1)
reducing biodiversity, (2) disrupting ecosystems by introducing non-native species, and (3) and
transmitting disease.

As to biodiversity threats, observers report that the illegal wildlife trade may directly
contribute to the decline of some species. In addition, others report that the illegal wildlife trade
combines with habitat loss or alteration to contribute to species decline. The actual extinction of
species as a result solely of trade is not widely documented in the literature although
exploitation combined with habitat loss and alteration, is linked to significant declines in several
species. Some observers, for example, claim that while great apes make up less than 1% of the
bushmeat trade in West and Central Africa, this rate of harvest, combined with habitat loss and
alteration, has led to very severe population declines; if this trend is unchecked, extinction is
likely. Species that are currently in decline due primarily to exploitation for trade are species that
are rare or have historically low population levels. For example, some have attributed sharp
declines in three rare species of tropical Asian bears to the illegal trade in bear parts, especially
bear gallbladders, for use in traditional Asian medicine.
Research remains, however, incomplete in understanding how illegal wildlife trade could
indirectly affect ecosystems, when species important to the functioning of the ecosystem are
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depleted. Some analysts suggest that the illegal harvesting of wildlife could indirectly affect
ecosystems when species important to the functioning of the ecosystem are reduced.

Furthermore, the introduction of non-native species because of the illegal wildlife trade is
harmful and can disrupt ecosystems entirely. Non-native species can affect human, animal, and
plant health, causing considerable economic and environmental damage. Such species are often
banned from import only after government officials find documented evidence of a non-native
species’ threat to humans, agriculture, or ecosystems. Some banned species, however, still enter
the country illegally through trade. Chinese mitten crabs, for example, banned under the Lacey
Act, continue to be smuggled into the United States and Europe for consumption. Chinese
mitten crabs are harmful to the environment if released; they damage riverbanks by their
burrowing and clog drainage systems. Non-native species may outcompete native species for
prey, transmit diseases to native species, and alternative ecosystems. For example, the Burmese
python is a non-native species brought illegally from Southeast Asia to parts of the United States
as a pet.

Also, another consequence of these illicit acts is the spreading of diseases. According to
some, the ability of human and other diseases to spread throughout the world is becoming
increasingly linked to the global nature of wildlife trade, coupled with the expansion of regional
and international transportation routes. Diseases transmitted through wildlife may affect not
only humans and result in outbreaks that cause social and economic harm, but also threaten
native wildlife and ecosystems. Indeed, some have stated that the most dangerous emerging
infectious diseases, in terms of total fatalities and fatality rates, have come from wildlife.

3. BLOC POSITIONS
Most countries are adamant, or at least show themselves adamant, to combat international
wildlife crime. Most countries signed the 1975 CITES convention destined to combat such
crimes (as you can see from the map below), other than a few outliers, and most countries
have been supportive of more recent resolutions addressing illegal wildlife trade, yet the
problems relating to this crisis persist and have arguably worsened. As per the WWF (the

Page | 14

World Wildlife Fund), many countries where underground criminal activity relating to
wildlife trade thrives have failed at stopping such crimes and enforcing the laws related to
them. Even though the countries analysed were all signatories of CITES, they took an
arguably relaxed approach to prevention, thus endangering countless animal lives. Below
you can see a map showing all signatories of CITES and a chart relating to the WWF report
on the success of specific, more problematic, countries at fighting illegal wildlife trade.
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IV. POINTS THE RESOLUTIONS SHOULD ADDRESS
There can be more than one resolution in the debate. If it is cohesive and coherent
with the topic, delegates are free to compose their resolution(s) as they see fit to what is
relevant in the ongoing debate. The debate should focus on addressing the specific issues at
hand, in this case, gaps in protection and the other victims of illegal wildlife trade, and
delegates should look at innovative and groundbreaking ways to solve these issues.
The first issue relates to the problems surging from a lack of protection of wildlife in
certain countries. As one can see from the chart above, many countries who have laws and
who have signed international conventions on the matter still face a surge in illegal wildlife
trade, mostly due to relaxed, underfunded or even corrupt enforcement. The resolution
should strive to cover gaps in protection through UN mechanisms and organs.
The second issue seeks to bring attention to the other victims of illegal wildlife
poaching and trade, namely the poor communities that rely on subsistence hunting to
survive and should be addressed taking into account the violence and pain organized crime
can bring to these communities.
The resolution should also consider modern methods that can be employed to fight
illegal wildlife trade, since science and technology can prove themselves to be an effective
deterrent to underground animal and plant trafficking, namely online.
All delegates are also advised to think about the topic importance in the current
worldwide scenario. Consider researching what are the many solutions and measures
Nations across the globe have taken and how effective or not they were in dealing with
those issues.
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IV. FURTHER USEFUL INFORMATION
The first step for making a good intervention during the debate is to research the topic
itself, in a more general way. Make sure to not only attend to not only statistics but also
research information that identify the roots of the problems and effective policies that have
been promoted both nationally and by the UN.
After getting a general idea on the topic itself, you should research your state’s policy
about it. It is crucial to know what your country’s aspirations are, and what kind of measures
can be put into practice. Besides that, political alliances are one of the master keys to make
sure that your state’s goals will be successful. How is your state in terms of diplomacy? Is it
more bellicose, strategist and likes to be a leader? Or is it more peaceful and gentler, more
like a follower, in an already formed block? These are some points that you should keep in
mind to get information about the subject.
After that you need to have a look in statistics, legal framework and, maybe, try to
find interesting facts and stories that capture the Committee's attention! That will help you
to reach partners and political coalitions for your ideas. Because of that, we highly
recommend delegates to check-out a MUN application available both on Google Play, App
Store and http://munapp.com/. The application not only has an offline database of all
States, but also provides general information on States’ positions on different matters in the
international scenario as well as a quick guide on rules of procedures.
The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
website can also be useful tools for your research since you can look for information on
Draft Resolutions about this topic or related issues, and some official speeches from your
state, explaining its position about this problem. Beyond that, and if you have curiosity, you
can also see other state’s speeches to have an idea of which are the ones that are on your
side and the ones that you should convince with your views.
You should also keep in mind that not all sources are reliable. NGOs websites are
always good choices for a good investigation because they usually have interesting articles
and correct statistics. Then again, you must keep in mind that regarding social and political
affairs, and particularly, if you search for media coverage, being impartial is almost
impossible so it is likely to find more obstinate convictions about this topic. However, media
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articles are always very useful for your researches and you shouldn’t forget to take a look at
them too.
You, as a Delegate, are an official representative of your State in the UN. Therefore,
you must share its views as faithful as possible.
Unity makes strength so don’t forget that consensus must be a goal, and this can only
be achieved through dialogue and tolerance. Finally, if every delegate is open to new
suggestions, the Debate will be much more successful – and even if we don’t find a solution
to the problem, we are making efforts to accomplish one soon.
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V. FURTHER READING AND BIBLIOGRAPHY
London Conference on the Illegal Wildlife Trade https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/news/sundry/2014/london-wildlife-conference-decl
aration-140213.pdf

Paris Declaration on Poaching and Trafficking of Endangered Species https://onu-vienne.delegfrance.org/IMG/pdf/131215_Paris_declaration_eng_final.pdf?2192
/5bc3c407a76d65f7472ae2f1b868fec8aff79650

Kasane Conference on the Illegal Wildlife Trade https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
data/file/417231/kasane-statement-150325.pdf

Brazzaville Declaration on Illegal Exploitation and Illicit Trade in Wild Flora and Fauna in
Africa https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
data/file/417231/kasane-statement-150325.pdf

CSI Wildlife, a rticle by Adam Gristwood https://www.embopress.org/doi/pdf/10.15252/embr.201847452

A Framework for Investigating Illegal Wildlife Trade on Social Media with Machine Learning,
article by Enrico Minin, Cristoph Fink, Tuomo Hiippala and Henrikki Tenkanen https://helda.helsinki.fi/bitstream/handle/10138/298334/Minin_et_al_2019_Conservation_
Biology.pdf?sequence=1

Most Widespread Wildlife Crime Raid ever sweeps across more than 100 countries, article by
Rachel Fobar https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/2019/07/interpol-wildlife-seized-most-count
ries/

Wildlife Conservation Society website - https://www.wcs.org
World Wildlife Fund website - https://www.worldwildlife.org/
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International Union for Conservation of Nature website - https://www.iucn.org/pt
CITES website - https://www.cites.org/
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