THE POSITION PAPER: AN OVERVIEW
1. WHAT IS A POSITION PAPER
The Position Paper is a brief and concise description of a State’s
position and priorities for a given committee. It is, quite literally, the
communication of the position of a country on the topic discussed in your
Committee.
If you are in need of some inspiration, you can easily find many
templates of Position Papers online!
2. RULES REGARDING THE POSITION PAPER
In NMUNC, participants have to send a Position Paper describing their
country’s position regarding the topic that will be debated. This Position
Paper is due 07 March 2018. Should the participants not send their Position
Papers in time, in accordance with the rules, they will not be considered
eligible to win the awards. The Position Paper:
• must be maximum 500 words;
• has to be written in the English language;
• should be written in Calibri 11 or Times New Roman 12;
• It should be sent in PDF format.
The Position Paper should have the three following headers:

Committee:
Country:
Delegate:

3. TIPS ON HOW TO DO THE POSITION PAPER
Generally speaking, a Position Paper is important because it provides a
basis for future Working Papers and Draft Resolutions.

It also makes for a great introductory speech at
debate. It will help you organize your ideas on paper
your country’s stance during the debate. The best
backed by facts and figures. However, they are not a
The most important thing to keep in mind is that it
country’s position on the topic.

the beginning of the
and stay focused on
Position Papers are
statistical summary.
should describe the

A well-written Position Paper should seek to:
i) include an introduction to the country in the context of the topic
and committee, incorporating historical references (please keep this
as short as possible);
ii) show how and why the country is affected by the issue;
iii) include the country’s position and policies and their justification;
iv) discuss any measures taken by the country and reasons for
these;
v) mention previous international participation by the country, citing
previous resolutions, treaties and UN action on the issue;
vi) include your country’s proposals on the issue and solution to the
problem. In order to begin your research and have in-depth
knowledge of your country and its stance, here are some steps that
will help you begin your research:
1. Take a look at the country profile, its physical geography:
Who does it share a border with? What region of the world is it in?
Recommended website: the CIA World Factbook
2. The country’s politics and government; answering questions
such as: What type of government does the country have? When was
it founded? How big is the military? What are your countries
allies/enemies?
3. Finally take a look at your country from an economic
perspective, taking into account its GDP, major exports and imports,
its trading partners and its natural resources. Recommended: World

Bank Data. All of this will help you get a clear idea of the country you
will be representing before starting your research on the specific topic
debated in the committee.

Also, do not forget:
• MUN are formal events, and require a formal language;
• Use simple, direct, language for more effective communication;
• Have a structured, well-argued and concise text (with an
introduction, main body, and conclusion);
• Suggest solutions (the best position papers are the ones that provide
a basis for Working Papers and Draft Resolutions); • Use statistics to back
up your country’s stance (you can also use, for example, quotes from the UN
Charter; agreements/resolutions your Member State has ratified; quotes
from statements made by your Head of State, Head of Government,
ministers, delegates to the UN, and any other relevant international
documents);
• Do NOT use the first person in a Position Paper. Instead simply use
the country’s name, delegation’s name or alternatively expressions such as
“our government”, “our country”, “our nation”.
4. HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR POSITION PAPER
The Position Papers must be sent until 11TH of October 2019 through
e-mail at conference@lisbomun.pt.
The subject of the email should be the following: Position Paper
[Committee Abbreviation] [Allocated Country]
Attached, there should be the Position Paper, in accordance with the
rules, in PDF format, preferably with the following name: [Abbreviation
Committee]_[Country]_[Surname]_[First Name].pdf
After sending the Position Paper, you will receive a confirmation e-mail
shortly. Should that not be the case, please send us an email at
conference@lisbomun.pt

